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Modern vascular surgery
James Yao, William Pearce; New York; 2000; McGraw-
Hill; 462 pages; $160.00.
James Yao and William Pearce, the editors of Modern
Vascular Surgery, are well-known figures in the vascular sur-
gical establishment. James Yao in particular has edited many
books on varied vascular topics. Ninety authors have con-
tributed to this textbook, but only 13 are from outside the
United States. The book has a traditional style, which seems
rather dense, interspersed with black-and-white pho-
tographs, as well as a fair number of radiographs and line
diagrams. The references seem reasonably up-to-date in
most chapters with a considerable number from 1998 and
an occasional one from 1999. Almost all of the references
come from North American journals, which seems a shame
as many good papers are published elsewhere in the world.
Furthermore, there are very few references to meta-analyses
or systemic reviews.
The book contains 10 sections beginning with an inter-
esting section on “Emerging Biotechnology for Vascular
Problems,” although most of this work is still confined to
animal models. I found the chapter on “The Merging of
Clinical Practices in Vascular Surgery and Interventional
Radiology” from Washington University fascinating. The
authors described their experience in forming an integrated
service along the lines of the Cleveland Clinic, United States,
and the Sheffield Vascular Institute, United Kingdom. The
authors conclude that such an integration has been success-
ful, although coming from a country with a national health
service, I found quotes about “aggressive marketing” and
“capturing more patients from competing systems” disturbing.
The chapter on critical care pathways was clear and well writ-
ten. This seems an important topic for all health care systems
with a view to improving care and reducing costs, and I think
the chapter would benefit from expansion. There is a stan-
dard section on “New Imaging Methods,” including MR
angiography, spiral CT angiography, and 3-D vascular imag-
ing. The section on “Modern Trends Treatment of
Cerebrovascular Ischemia” included a chapter on “Carotid
Angioplasty and Stenting,” by Robert Hobson, which was
bang up-to-date with a review of the CAVATAS results and
an overview of the proposed CREST Study, although there
was no mention of the CAVATAS 2 (ICSS) Study. I agree
with his limited indications for carotid stenting until the
results of randomized trials are known. The review also con-
tained a good review of carotid endarterectomy.
The section on “The Management of Infrarenal Inguinal
Arterial Ischemia” contained a good chapter reviewing new
treatment strategies for diabetic foot ulcers, including the use
of growth factors and equivalents. The section on “The
Future Diagnosis and Treatment for Abdominal Aortic
Aneurysm” included three chapters by “foreigners,” includ-
ing “The Timing for Intervention” by Powell et al from the
United Kingdom, “Current Designs and Results of
Endovascular Grafts” by May et al from Australia, and “The
Current Use of Other Grafts” by Keiffer et al from France.
The section on “Current Trends in the Treatment of
Vascular Trauma” included an interesting chapter on clinical
experience with human hemoglobin blood substitute. The
final section on “Caval Filters” seems excessive, especially
when there was no section on the modem management of
other venous problems, including varicose veins, venous
ulcers, and DVT including endoscopic techniques, growth
factors, and valve repair/transplant. Other important omis-
sions include prosthetic graft and stent advances (eg, coat-
ings, antibiotic bonding, and irradiation). There was no dis-
cussion of the cost benefit of vein graft surveillance and
nothing on the nonsurgical management of claudicants,
including advances in risk factor modifications and struc-
tured exercises programs.
In summary, this seems a reasonably comprehensive
textbook on modern vascular surgery with some well-writ-
ten chapters. Unfortunately, it is let down by considerable
variation in chapter quality, little reference to evidence-
based medicine, and some important omissions. At $160,
the book seems quite expensive, considering the size. Those
seeking a more evidence-based review of modern vascular
surgery might wish to consider The Evidence for Vascular
Surgery, edited by Earnshaw and Murie, published by TFM
Ltd in 1999. However, I must admit to some conflict of
interest as I contributed a chapter to this textbook.
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Medical uses of statistics, 2nd ed
John Bailer III, Frederick Mosteller; Boston; 1992;
NEJM Books; 449 pages.
This book provides the reader with a well-written and
concise overview of the practical use of statistics in medi-
cine. Collating a series of statistical papers from the New
England Journal of Medicine into a book was, in my initial
opinion, a rather unconventional approach for a statistical
textbook. However, having now worked through the
chapters, I realize that the approach has some advantages.
First, it guides the reader through examples that illustrate
the wide range of statistical methodologies that are cur-
rently being employed by clinical researchers. There is lit-
tle chance of the reader getting sidetracked trying to
understand complex statistical formulae since these are vir-
tually nonexistent. In addition, each chapter can be refer-
enced individually; the reader does not have to have read
the previous chapter and have noted any formulae to
understand the principles of the next chapter.
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